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As We Gather 
On this 5th Sunday of Easter, we’re going to take some time to thank God for His many blessings to 
our country and for those whom He’s moved to serve in our nation’s armed forces.  Our Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod supports an extensive ministry to the armed forces, including “Operation 
Barnabas,” which our congregation helps to serve and support.  Today in our worship we’ll be using 
some resources provided by the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces.   
 

Prelude “Prelude in B Flat” J. S. Bach 
 
Stand  
Opening Hymn “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” #660
1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 
Lift high His royal banner; 
    It must not suffer loss. 
From vict’ry unto vict’ry 
    His army He shall lead 
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 
    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 
2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 
Stand forth in mighty conflict 
    In this His glorious day. 
Let all His faithful serve Him 
    Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger 
    And strength to strength oppose. 

 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
    Stand in His strength alone. 
The arm of flesh will fail you, 
    Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the Gospel armor; 
    Each piece put on with prayer. 
Where duty calls or danger, 
    Be never wanting there. 

 
4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 
This day the din of battle, 
    The next the victor’s song. 
The soldiers, overcoming, 
    Their crown of life shall see 
And with the King of Glory 
    Shall reign eternally. 

Text: Public domain 

Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

L Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

L Take up the whole armor of God, 

C that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 

L and having done all, 

C to stand firm. 
 
Confession and Absolution 

L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  



L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
We pause in silence to remember our sins before Almighty God… 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore 
we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us 
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of You and of Your will, and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for 
us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to 
become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 
shall be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

   

 T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 98:2–6; antiphon: v. 1 

L  Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

C  His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

L  The LORD has made known his salvation; 

C  he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

L  He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

C  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

L  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

C  break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

L  Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

C  with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

L  With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

C  make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

L  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

C  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
  His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 



L Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, You remember us not according to our sins, but according to Your forgiveness and 

love for us through Jesus Christ. As we remember those who give of themselves in service to our 
nation, give us thankful hearts for their sacrifice, and help us see in them a reflection of Your Son’s 
death for our sake. Give us hearts willing to sacrifice our own needs for the sake of others; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit  

Old Testament Reading T  God Is Our Fortress  T Psalm 46 
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2Therefore we will not fear though 

the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 3though its waters roar 
and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 4There is a river whose streams make glad the 
city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
God will help her when morning dawns. 6The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the 
earth melts. 7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 8Come, behold the works of 
the LORD, how he has brought desolations on the earth. 9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 10“Be still, and know that I 
am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” 11The LORD of hosts is with 
us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem of Praise Duet “Hear, O Lord, I Raise My Voice” N. Habel 
 

Epistle T  The Whole Armor of God  T Ephesians 6:10-20 
10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor of God, 

that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand 
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 
15and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all 
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil 
one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18praying 
at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, 
making supplication for all the saints, 19and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my 
mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I 
may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

Holy Gospel T   Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled  T John 14:23-31a 



L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will 

come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my 
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 25 “All this I 
have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid.  28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, 
you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now 
before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, for 
the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world may learn 
that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 T  CONFESSION OF FAITH  T The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     

He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit  

Sermon Hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” #717
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

 

2 O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, 
O’er which our traffic runs amain 
By mountain pass or valley low; 
Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 
Protect them by Thy guarding hand 
From ev’ry peril on the land. 

 

3 O Spirit, whom the Father sent 
To spread abroad the firmament; 
O Wind of heaven, by Thy might 
Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 
And keep them by Thy watchful care 
From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 

4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, 
Our people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Text: Public domain 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400  



Sermon “Fight the Good Fight of the Faith”  1 Tim. 6:12a 
 

Offertory Hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” #655

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church    “Armed Forces Sunday Responsive Prayer”  

LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 

Stand 
The Lord’s Prayer 

L Let us pray together as our Lord taught us,  

C Our Father, who art in Heaven… 
 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

L O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endures forever. 
 
Closing Prayer Psalm 136:1; Psalm 34:8, adapted 

L Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have sustained us for battle against the foe, Satan, 
not only with Your armor, but also with Your Son’s body and blood. Guard us and keep us firm in 
the faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

L Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Benediction 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen.  

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


Closing Hymn “God Bless Our Native Land” #965
1 God bless our native land; 

Firm may she ever stand 
    Through storm and night. 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save 
    By Thy great might. 

 

2 So shall our prayers arise 
To God above the skies; 
    On Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry: 
    God save the state! 

Text: Public domain 

Postlude “God Bless Our Native Land” Reprise 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 
 

Elders:  Bill Leise, Rich Przybycien & Stan Wirtschoreck 
Vocalists:  Lori Freeze & Susan E. Volk 
Lector:  Audrey Mitchell 
Altar Care:  Kathy Kumke 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Please pray for these members of our St. Paul family: 

Betty Kruckow   Cathy Gleason 

Dawn McNicholas  Janet Varnagis 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Laverne Abraham 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski   Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran   Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry   Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Deb Skopec 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children  Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Connie Braun 

Kurt Seehofer   The Polezoes Family 

Lincoln & Parker Alex  Patricia Murdoch 

Gloria Crook   Lois Kaminske 

Warren Miller   Mark Landstrom 

Denise Murray   Roy Hodgeman 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES 
 

A door offering will be taken today to support the LCMS 

Armed Forces Ministry. 

 

Ladies Guild – There is a sign-up sheet on the counter in 

the narthex for the Meeting and Potluck on Tues., May 17th. 

Please sign-up if you are attending. When you come for 

the Meeting and Potluck, please enter through the gym 

doors.  We will meet in Room 6. 

 

The next Voters Meeting is Tuesday, May 17th at 7pm in 

the church. 

 

Faith in Action is looking for volunteers for Sat., May 14th 

through Sat., May 21st to help sort and date food donations 

from the Annual Postal Drive. “Stamp Out Hunger Drive” is 

just around the corner! Remind your family, friends, and 

neighbors to leave a bag of nonperishable food by their 

mailbox on Sat., May 14th. The letter carriers will handle 

everything! You may also bring a bag to church and drop 

it off in the Timothy Room. 
 

 

 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Eric Kessling   Barb & Emily Feehan 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Kim Lamberth 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Autumn Kessling 

Shirley Fairchild   Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres   Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk  Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland   Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Brad Benfield 

Doreen Holford   Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Katherine Zeleny 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel   Heather & Josh Turro 

Mary Ann Rafidi   Pastor Mark Willig 

Joe Thomas   Patrick Pasqua Sr. 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Robert Gonzalez  Theresa Kostecki 

Pam Kirk   Vicki Warren 

Jenny Bond   Paul Moeller 

 

Please let the church office know when your need for 

our congregational prayers is over (708) 423-1040. 

 


